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Gordon Brown cc: George Galloway
Keith Vaz Ken Livingstone
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House of Commons
London SW1 0AA

Gentlemen

ROYAL PRINCES, GAZA, POLITCAL CORRECTNESS & DISGRACE

Yesterday and today the news highlights two stories:

1. Israel continues to kill hundreds of people in Gaza
2. Harry called his friend Paki and Charles called his friend Sooty

Both main political parties in parliament and on TV have:

1. explained away Israel’s actions
2. castigated both princes.

Don’t you all think:

a) we should all be ashamed of UK foreign policy?
b) it is time we all took a clearer perspective on what is important?

Israel has ignored many UN resolutions, notably Security Council resolutions 237, 242, 252,
298, 465 and General Assembly resolutions 2253, 2254, 32.5, 33.113. I have reproduced all

I am horribly ashamed of UK policy and dissociate myself from all you are doing and not
doing regarding the Middle East. We must abandon our craven support for US endorsement
of Israel. The US did not support us on Suez. I do not suggest they should, but then why do
we support them on Israel now? The Government’s prevarication in the matter of Israeli
aggression and refusal to recognise the Arab need for their own land is our national shame.

Meanwhile we waste energy kowtowing to the so-called politically correct with their
ridiculous posturing. We now hear there is to be a military investigation into the use of
nicknames at the same time as Bush decorates Blair for his contribution to peace. Have we all
gone mad? I think you have gone mad actually, but I am just about hanging on to my sanity.

Yours in great anger

John Dexter

these together with this letter as one pdf file at www.johndexter.co.uk/politics/090113%20Gaza.pdf
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Resolution 237 (1967)
of 14 June 1967

The Security Council,

Considering the urgent need to spare the civil populations and the prisoners of the war
in the area of conflict in the Middle East additional sufferings,

Considering that essential and inalienable human rights should be respected even
during the vicissitudes of war,

Considering that all the obligations of the Geneva Conventions relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 19495 should be complied with by the parties
involved in the conflict,

1. Calls upon the Government of Israel to ensure the safety, welfare and security of the
inhabitants of the areas where military operations have taken place and to facilitate the return
of those inhabitants who have fled the areas since the outbreak of hostilities;

2. Recommends to the Governments concerned the scrupulous respect of the
humanitarian principles governing the treatment of prisoners of war and the protection of
civilian persons in time of war contained in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949;6

3. Requests the Secretary-General to follow the effective implementation of this
resolution and to report .0 the Security Council.

Adopted unanimously at the 1361st meeting.
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Resolution 242 (1967)
of 22 November 1967

The Security Council,

Expressing its continuing concern with the grave situation in the Middle East,

Emphasizing the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war and the need to
work for a just and lasting peace in which every State in the area can live in security,

Emphasizing further that all Member States in their acceptance of the Charter of the
United Nations have undertaken a commitment to act in accordance with Article 2 of the
Charter,

1. Affirms that the fulfillment of Charter principles requires the establishment of a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East which should include the application of both the following
principles:

(i) Withdrawal of Israel armed forces from territories occupied in the recent conflict;
(ii) Termination of all claims or states of belligerency and respect for and

acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political
independence of every State in the area and their right to live in peace within
secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force;

2. Affirms further the necessity
(a) For guaranteeing freedom of navigation through international waterways in the area;
(b) For achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem;
(c) For guaranteeing the territorial inviolability and political independence of every State

in the area, through measures including the establishment of demilitarized zones;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to designate a Special Representative to proceed to the
Middle East to establish and maintain contacts with the States concerned in order to promote
agreement and assist efforts to achieve a peaceful and accepted settlement in accordance with
the provisions and principles in this resolution;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on the progress of the
efforts of the Special Representative as soon as possible.
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Resolution 252 (1968)
of 21 May 1968

The Security Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2253 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967 and 2254 (ES-V)
of 14 July 1967,

Having considered the letter of the Permanent Representative of Jordan on the situation
in Jerusalem (S/8560)1/ and the report of the Secretary-General (S/8146),2/

Having heard the statements made before the Council,

Noting that since the adoption of the above-mentioned resolutions Israel has taken
further measures and actions in contravention of those resolutions,

Bearing in mind the need to work for a just and lasting peace,

Reaffirming that acquisition of territory by military conquest is inadmissible,

1. Deplores the failure of Israel to comply with the General Assembly resolutions
mentioned above;

2. Considers that all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel,
including expropriation of land and properties thereon, which tend to change the legal status
of Jerusalem are invalid and cannot change that status;

3. Urgently calls upon Israel to rescind all such measures already taken and to desist
forthwith from taking any further action which tends to change the status of Jerusalem;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on the
implementation of the present resolution.

Adopted at the 1426th meeting by 13 votes to none, with
2 abstentions (Canada and United States of America).
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Resolution 298 (1971)
of 25 September 1971

The Security Council,

Recalling its resolutions 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968 and 267 (1969) of 3 July 1969 and
the earlier General Assembly resolutions 2253 (ES-V) and 2254 (ES-V) of 4 and 14 July
1967 concerning measures and actions by Israel designed to change the status of the Israeli-
occupied section of Jerusalem,

Having considered the letter of the Permanent Representative of Jordan on the situation
in Jerusalem 1/ and the reports of the Secretary-General, 2/ and having heard the statements
of the parties concerned on the question,

Reaffirming the principle that acquisition of territory by military conquest is
inadmissible,

Noting with concern the non-compliance by Israel with the above-mentioned
resolutions,

Noting with concern also that since the adoption of the above-mentioned resolutions
Israel has taken further measures designed to change the status and character of the occupied
section of Jerusalem.

1. Reaffirms its resolutions 252 (1968) and 267 (1969);

2. Deplores the failure of Israel to respect the previous resolutions adopted by the
United Nations concerning measures and actions by Israel purporting to affect the status of
the City of Jerusalem;

3. Confirms in the clearest possible terms that all legislative and administrative
actions taken by Israel to change the status of the City of Jerusalem, including expropriation
of land and properties, transfer of populations and legislation aimed at the incorporation of
the occupied section, are totally invalid and cannot change that status;

4. Urgently calls upon Israel to rescind all previous measures and actions and to take
no further steps in the occupied section of Jerusalem which may purport to change the status
of the City or which would prejudice the rights of the inhabitants and the interests of the
international community, or a just and lasting peace;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the President of the Security
Council and using such instrumentalities as he may choose, including a representative or a
mission, to report to the Council as appropriate and in any event within sixty days on the
implementation of the present resolution.

Adopted at the 1582nd meeting by 14 votes to none,
with 1 abstention (Syrian Arab Republic).

1/ Ibid., document S/10318.
2/ Ibid., Twenty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and September 1967, documents S/8052 and

S/8146; Twenty-fourth Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1969, documents S/9149 and Add.1; Ibid.,
Supplement for October, November and December 1969, document S/9537; Ibid., Twenty-sixth year,
Supplement for January, February and March 1971, document S/10124; Ibid., Supplement for April, May and
June 1971, document S/10124/Add.1; and Ibid., Supplement for July, August and September 1971, document
S/10124/Add.2.
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Resolution 446 (1979)
of 22 March 1979

The Security Council,

Having heard the statement of the Permanent Representative of Jordan and other
statements made before the Council,

Stressing the urgent need to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
Middle East,

Affirming once more that the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949 1/ is applicable to the Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem,

1. Determines that the policy and practices of Israel in establishing settlements in the
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967 have no legal validity and
constitute a serious obstruction to achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
Middle East;

2. Strongly deplores the failure of Israel to abide by Security Council resolutions 237
(1967) of 14 June 1967, 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968 and 298 (1971) of 25 September 1971
and the consensus statement by the President of the Security Council on 11 November 1976
2/ and General Assembly resolutions 2253 (ES-V) and 2254 (ES-V) of 4 and 14 July 1967,
32/5 of 28 October 1977 and 33/113 of 18 December 1978;

3. Calls once more upon Israel, as the occupying Power, to abide scrupulously by the
1949 Fourth Geneva Convention, to rescind its previous measures and to desist from taking
any action which would result in changing the legal status and geographical nature and
materially affecting the demographic composition of the Arab territories occupied since
1967, including Jerusalem, and, in particular, not to transfer parts of its own civilian
population into the occupied Arab territories;

4. Establishes a Commission consisting of three members of the Security Council, to be
appointed by the President of the Council after consultations with the members of the
Council, to examine the situation relating to settlements in the Arab territories occupied since
1967, including Jerusalem;

5. Requests the Commission to submit its report to the Security Council by 1 July 1979;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Commission with the necessary
facilities to enable it to carry out its mission.

7. Decides to keep the situation in the occupied territories under constant and close
scrutiny and to reconvene in July 1979 to review the situation in the light of the findings of
the Commission.

Adopted at the 2134th meeting by 12 votes to none, with 3 abstentions (Norway, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America).

__________________________
1/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, p. 287.
2/ Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-first Year, 1969th meeting.
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Resolution 465 (1980)
Adopted by the Security Council at its 2203rd meeting

on 1 March 1980

The Security Council,

Taking note of the reports of the Commission of the Security Council established under
resolution 446 (1979) to examine the situation relating to settlements in the Arab territories
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, contained in documents S/13450 and Corr. 1 and
S/13679,

Taking note also of letters from the Permanent Representative of Jordan (S/13801) and
the Permanent Representative of Morocco, Chairman of the Islamic Group (S/13802),

Strongly deploring the refusal by Israel to co-operate with the Commission and
regretting its formal rejection of resolutions 446 (1979) and 452 (1979),

Affirming once more that the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949 is applicable to the Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem,

Deploring the decision of the Government of Israel to officially support Israeli
settlement in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967,

Deeply concerned over the practices of the Israeli authorities in implementing that
settlement policy in the occupied Arab territories, including Jerusalem, and its consequences
for the local Arab and Palestinian population,

Taking into account the need to consider measures for the impartial protection of
private and public land and property, and water resources,

Bearing in mind the specific status of Jerusalem and, in particular, the need for
protection and preservation of the unique spiritual and religious dimension of the Holy Places
in the city,

Drawing attention to the grave consequences which the settlement policy is bound to
have on any attempt to reach a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East,

Recalling pertinent Security Council resolutions, specifically resolutions 237 (1967) of
14 June 1967, 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968, 267 (1969) of 3 July 1969, 271 (1969) of 15
September 1969 and 298 (1971) of 25 September 1971, as well as the consensus statement
made by the President of the Security Council on 11 November 1976,

Having invited Mr. Fahd Qawasmeh, Mayor of Al-Khalil (Hebron), in the occupied
territory, to supply it with information pursuant to rule 39 of the provisional rules of
procedure,

1. Commends the work done by the Commission in preparing the report contained in
document S/13679;

2. Accepts the conclusions and recommendations contained in the above-mentioned
report of the Commission;
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3. Calls upon all parties, particularly the Government of Israel, to co-operate with the
Commission;

4. Strongly deplores the decision of Israel to prohibit the free travel of Mayor Fahd
Qawasmeh in order to appear before the Security Council, and requests Israel to permit his
free travel to the United Nations headquarters for that purpose;

5. Determines that all measures taken by Israel to change the physical character,
demographic composition, institutional structure or status of the Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, or any part thereof, have no legal
validity and that Israel's policy and practices of settling parts of its population and new
immigrants in those territories constitute a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and also constitute a
serious obstruction to achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

6. Strongly deplores the continuation and persistence of Israel in pursuing those
policies and practices and calls upon the Government and people of Israel to rescind those
measures, to dismantle the existing settlements and in particular to cease, on an urgent basis,
the establishment, construction and planning of settlements in the Arab territories occupied
since 1967, including Jerusalem;

7. Calls upon all States not to provide Israel with any assistance to be used specifically
in connexion with settlements in the occupied territories;

8. Requests the Commission to continue to examine the situation relating to
settlements in the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, to investigate
the reported serious depletion of natural resources, particularly the water resources, with a
view to ensuring the protection of those important natural resources of the territories under
occupation, and to keep under close scrutiny the implementation of the present resolution;

9. Requests the Commission to report to the Security Council before 1 September
1980, and decides to convene at the earliest possible date thereafter in order to consider the
report and the full implementation of the present resolution.
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2253 (ES-V). Measures taken by Israel to change
the status of the City of Jerusalem

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned at the situation prevailing in Jerusalem as a result of the measures
taken by Israel to change the status of the City,

1. Considers that these measures are invalid;

2. Calls upon Israel to rescind all measures already taken and to desist forthwith
from taking any action which would alter the status of Jerusalem;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly and the
Security Council on the situation and on the implementation of the present resolution not
later than one week from its adoption.
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2254 (ES-V). Measures taken by Israel to change
the status of the City of Jerusalem

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2253 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967,

Having received the report submitted by the Secretary-General,1/

Taking note with the deepest regret and concern of the non-compliance by Israel with
resolution 2253 (ES-V),

1. Deplores the failure of Israel to implement General Assembly resolution 2253
(ES-V);

2. Reiterates its call to Israel in that resolution to rescind all measures already taken
and to desist forthwith from taking any action which would alter the status of Jerusalem;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council and the General
Assembly on the situation and on the implementation of the present resolution.

__________________

1/ A/6753. For the printed text of this document, see Official Records of the Security
Council, Twenty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and September 1967, document
S/8052.
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32/5. Recent illegal Israeli measures in the occupied Arab territories designed to change
the legal status, geographical nature and demographic composition of those
territories in contravention of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
of Israel's international obligations under the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949
and of United Nations resolutions, and obstruction of efforts aimed at achieving a
just and lasting peace in the Middle East

The General Assembly,

Stressing the urgent need to achieve a just and lasting peace in the Middle East,

Expressing grave anxiety and concern over the present serious situation in the occupied
Arab territories as a result of the continued Israeli occupation and the measures and actions
taken by the Government of Israel, as the occupying Power, and designed to change the legal
status, geographical nature and demographic composition of those territories,

Considering that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,8 is applicable to all the Arab territories occupied since 5
June 1967,

1. Determines that all such measures and actions taken by Israel in the Palestinian and
other Arab territories occupied since 1967 have no legal validity and constitute a serious
obstruction of efforts aimed at achieving a just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

2. Strongly deplores the persistence of Israel in carrying out such measures, in
particular the establishment of settlements in the occupied Arab territories;

3. Calls upon Israel to comply strictly with its international obligations in accordance
with the principles of international law and the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949;

4. Calls once more upon the Government of Israel, as the occupying Power, to desist
forthwith from taking any action which would result in changing the legal status,
geographical nature or demographic composition of the Arab territories occupied since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

5. Urges all States parties to the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War to ensure respect for and compliance with its provisions in
all the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To undertake urgent contacts with the Government of Israel to ensure the prompt

implementation of the present resolution;
(b) To submit a report to the General Assembly and the Security Council, not later than

31 December 1977, on the results of his contacts;

7. Requests the Security Council to review the situation in the light of the present
resolution and of the report of the Secretary-General.

52nd plenary meeting
28 October 1977
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33/113. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories

A

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3092 A (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3240 B (XXIX) of 29
November 1974, 3525 B (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 31/106 B of 16 December 1976 and
32/91 A of 13 December 1977,

Considering that the promotion of respect for the obligations arising from the Charter of
the United Nations and other instruments and rules of international law is among the basic
purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,19

Noting that Israel and those Arab States whose territories have been occupied by Israel
since June 1967 are parties to that Convention,

Taking into account that States parties to that Convention undertake, in accordance with
article 1 thereof, not only to respect but also to ensure respect for the Convention in all
circumstances,

1. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to all the Arab territories occupied
by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem;

2. Strongly deplores the failure of Israel to acknowledge the applicability of that
Convention to the territories it has occupied since 1967;

3. Calls again upon Israel to acknowledge and to comply with the provisions of that
Convention in all the Arab territories it has occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem;

4. Urges once more all States parties to that Convention to exert all efforts in order
to ensure respect for and compliance with the provisions thereof in all the Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem.

87th plenary meeting
18 December 1978

B
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 32/5 of 28 October 1977,

Expressing grave anxiety and concern over the present serious situation in the occupied
Arab territories as a result of the continued Israeli occupation and the measures and actions
taken by the Government of Israel, as the occupying Power, and designed to change the legal
status, geographical nature and demographic composition of those territories,
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Considering that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,20 is applicable to all the Arab territories occupied since
5 June 1967,

1. Determines that all such measures and actions taken by Israel in the Palestinian
and other Arab territories occupied since 1967 have no legal validity and constitute a serious
obstruction of efforts aimed at achieving a just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

2. Strongly deplores the persistence of Israel in carrying out such measures, in
particular the establishment of settlements in the Palestinian and other occupied Arab
territories;

3. Calls upon Israel to comply strictly with its international obligations in
accordance with the principles of international law and the provisions of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949;

4. Calls once more upon the Government of Israel, as the occupying Power, to desist
forthwith from taking any action which would result in changing the legal status,
geographical nature or demographic composition of the Arab territories occupied since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

5. Urges all States parties to the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War to respect and to exert all efforts in order to ensure respect
for and compliance with its provisions in all the Arab territories occupied by Israel since
1967, including Jerusalem.

87th plenary meeting
18 December 1978

C
The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations as well as
the principles and provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,21 as well as of other relevant
conventions and regulations,

Recalling all its resolutions on the subject, in particular resolutions 32/91 Band C of 13
December 1977, as well as those adopted by the Security Council, the Commission on
Human Rights and other United Nations organs concerned and by the specialized agencies,

Having considered the report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories,22 which contains,
inter alia, public statements made by leaders of the Government of Israel,

1. Commends the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories for its efforts in performing the
tasks assigned to it by the General Assembly and for its thoroughness and impartiality;

2. Deplores the continued refusal by Israel to allow the Special Committee access to
the occupied territories;
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3. Calls again upon Israel to allow the Special Committee access to the occupied
territories;

4. Deplores the continued and persistent violation by Israel of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. of 12 August 1949,
and other applicable international instruments, and condemns in particular those violations
which that Convention designates as "grave breaches" thereof;

5. Condemns the following Israeli policies and practices:

(a) Annexation of parts of the occupied territories;

(b) Establishment of new Israeli settlements and expansion of the existing settlements
on private and public Arab lands, and transfer of an alien population thereto;

( c ) Evacuation, deportation, expulsion, displacement and transfer of Arab inhabitants
of the occupied territories and denial of their right to return;

(d) Confiscation and expropriation of private and public Arab property in the
occupied territories and all other transactions for the acquisition of land involving
the Israeli authorities, institutions or nationals on the one hand, and the inhabitants
or institutions of the occupied territories on the other;

(e) Destruction and demolition of Arab houses;

(f) Mass arrests, administrative detention and ill-treatment of the Arab population;

(g) Ill-treatment and torture of persons under detention;

(h) Pillaging of archaeological and cultural property;

(i) Interference with religious freedoms and practices as well as family rights and
customs;

(j) Illegal exploitation of the natural wealth, resources and population of the occupied
territories;

6. Reaffirms that all measures taken by Israel to change the physical character,
demographic composition, institutional structure or status of the occupied territories, or any
part thereof, including Jerusalem, are null and void, and that Israel's policy of settling parts of
its population and new immigrants in the occupied territories constitutes a flagrant violation
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and
of the relevant United Nations resolutions;

7. Demands that Israel desist forthwith from the policies and practices referred to in
paragraphs 5 and 6 of the present resolution;

8. Reiterates its call upon all States, in particular those States parties to the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, in accordance with
article 1 of that Convention, and upon international organizations and the specialized
agencies not to recognize any changes carried out by Israel in the occupied territories and to
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avoid actions, including those in the field of aid, which might be used by Israel in its pursuit
of the policies of annexation and colonization or any of the other policies and practices
referred to in the present resolution;

9. Requests the Special Committee, pending the early termination of the Israeli
occupation, to continue to investigate Israeli policies and practices in the Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, to consult, as appropriate, with the International Committee of
the Red Cross in order to ensure the safeguarding of the welfare and human rights of the
population of the occupied territories and to report to the Secretary-General as soon as
possible and whenever the need arises thereafter;

10. Requests the Special Committee to continue to investigate the treatment of
civilians in detention in the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967;

11. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To render all necessary facilities to the Special Committee, including those
required for its visits to the occupied territories, with a view to investigating
Israeli policies and practices referred to in the present resolution;

(b) To continue to make available additional staff as may be necessary to assist the
Special Committee in the performance of its tasks;

(c) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports of the Special Committee, and of
information regarding its activities and findings, by all means available through
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat and, where necessary, to
reprint those reports of the Special Committee which are no longer available;

(d) To report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on the tasks
entrusted to him in the present paragraph;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-fourth session the item
entitled "Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories".

87th plenary meeting
18 December 1978


